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JOINT PRESS RELEASE 

1. The EU-Bulgaria Association Council held its tenth meeting on Tuesday 14 

December 2004. The meeting was chaired by Mr Solomon PASSY, Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria. Ms Meglena KUNEVA, Minister for European 

Affairs and chief negotiator for the accession negotiations, was also a member of 

the Bulgarian delegation. Mr Bernard BOT, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 

Netherlands and President-in office of the European Union, headed the European 

Union delegation. Mr Jean ASSELBORN, Minister for Foreign Affairs and 

Immigration of Luxembourg, and Mr Olli REHN, Commissioner responsible for 

Enlargement, were also part of the European Union delegation (Troïka format).  
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2. The Association Council, recalling that Bulgaria and Romania are an integral part 

of the fifth enlargement process, noted with great satisfaction the provisional 

closure of all negotiating chapters with Bulgaria and expressed its confidence that, 

following the Accession Conference at ministerial level today, the successful 

conclusion of the accession negotiations will be confirmed by the European 

Council on 16-17 December. It also noted that drafting of the Accession Treaty is 

well on track with the aim of signing the Treaty as early as possible in 2005.  

The Association Council welcomed the conclusion of the Commission's Strategy 

Paper that Bulgaria is expected to be ready for membership by 1 January 2007. At 

the same time it noted that in the period leading up to accession, Bulgaria needs to 

continue its preparations, in line with the commitments it has made in the 

accession negotiations. Against this background, the Association Council meeting 

provided a timely opportunity to consider priorities for further work within the 

framework of the Europe Agreement. 

3. The Association Council reviewed the state of Bulgaria's preparations for 

accession, in particular, in the light of the latest Regular Report issued by the 

European Commission in October 2004, and of the Accession Partnership. 

The Association Council noted that Bulgaria continues to fulfil the Copenhagen 

political criteria. It welcomed the continued progress achieved in important areas 

such as the reform of public administration and the judiciary and the fight against 

corruption. At the same time it called upon Bulgaria to ensure completion and 

effective implementation of these reforms and to increase its endeavours to tackle 

corruption and to combat organised crime. The Association Council also reviewed 

progress achieved in other areas, and encouraged Bulgaria to pursue its efforts, in 

particular, to further improve the situation regarding child welfare and the 

integration of the Roma community. 

With regard to the Copenhagen economic criteria, the Association Council 

welcomed that Bulgaria continues to be a functioning market economy and 

acknowledged the high level of macroeconomic growth and stability achieved. 

The Association Council underlined that in order to be able to cope with the 

competitive pressure within the European Union upon accession, further structural 

reforms are needed, notably with regard to the improvement of the efficiency of 

the administrative and judicial systems with a view to enhancing the business 

environment. 
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The Association Council acknowledged the further progress made by Bulgaria in 

aligning its legislation to the acquis communautaire. The Association Council 

invited Bulgaria to focus on effective implementation and enforcement of adopted 

legislation and to ensure that the relevant institutions have adequate resources to 

this end. In this context, the Association Council called upon Bulgaria to further 

develop and strengthen administrative capacity, in particular in areas such as 

competition, agriculture and maritime safety, as a key priority until accession.  

4. The Association Council noted with satisfaction that the implementation of the 

Europe Agreement continues to run smoothly and acknowledged the contribution 

made in this respect by the various bodies of the Association. The Association 

Council underlined that the transition to the second stage of the Europe 

Agreement could be established after some remaining conditions are fulfilled by 

Bulgaria.  

The Association Council noted that bilateral trade relations continue to be good, 

and welcomed the conclusion of agreements for further trade liberalisation in 

agricultural and processed agricultural products. It also noted the ongoing 

restructuring of the steel sector and in this context an agreement on an extension 

of the grace period in which public aid for restructuring purposes can be granted 

by Bulgaria. 

The Association Council welcomed the allocation to Bulgaria in 2004 of a total of 

€193.3 million from PHARE (complemented by an additional allocation for 

nuclear decommissioning, following the commitments taken by Bulgaria in this 

field), €135.5 million from ISPA and €68 million from SAPARD. The 

Association Council also recalled the important contribution of the European 

Investment Bank which has since 1991 granted over €1 billion to priority projects 

in Bulgaria. 

5. The Association Council exchanged views on some international issues of 

common interest. It welcomed Bulgaria's continuing substantial contribution to 

regional stability through its policy of good neighbourly relations and regional co-

operation. The Association Council particularly commended Bulgaria for its 

successful chairmanship of the OSCE. 

6. In conclusion, the Association Council recalled the work done so far in the 

framework of the Europe Agreement. It expressed its commitment to continue its 

work, together with the other Association bodies, in order to assist Bulgaria to be 

ready for accession in January 2007.  

 


